
Officium conversorum 
 
The Office of the Cistercian Lay Brothers and Lay Sisters 
(summary) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
12th century 
Usus conversorum  

 
Rituale 1689 / 
1892 / 1949 
 

 
Customs 
in different 
Cist. Congreg. 

 
Nocturns 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lauds / 
Vespers 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Deus in adiutorium 
meum intende. etc. 
Domine labia mea 
aperies. (3x) 
 
Pater noster 
(secretly) & 
Gloria Patri etc. 
Sicut erat etc.  
(20x) 
(->Sunday and 
Feastday: :40x) 
 
Kyrie eleison. 
Christe eleison. 
Kyrie eleison. 
Pater noster. 
Per Dominum… 
Benedicamus 
Domino. 
Deo gratias. 
 
 
 
 
 
Deus in adiutorium 
meum intende etc. 

 
Pater, Ave, 
Credo (secretly) 
 
        � 
 
        � 
 
 
        � 
 
 
 
        � 
        � 
 
 
        � 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pater, Ave 
(secretly) 
 
        � 
 
 

 
         � 
 
 
         � 
 
         � 
 
 
Pater, 
Ave Maria & 
Gloria Patri etc. 
 
         � 
         � 
 
 
         � 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         � 
 
 
         � 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prime / Tierce / 
Sext / None /  
Compline 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Gloria Patri etc. 
Sicut erat etc. 
 
Pater noster 
(secret) & 
Gloria Patri etc. 
Sicut erat etc.  
(10x) 
 
Kyrie eleison. 
Christe eleison. 
Kyrie eleison. 
Pater noster. 
Per Dominum… 
Benedicamus 
Domino. 
Deo gratias. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deus in adiutorium 
meum intende. 
etc. 
Gloria Patri etc. 
Sicut erat etc. 
 
Pater noster 
(secret) & 
Gloria Patri etc. 
Sicut erat etc.  
(5x) 
 

 
 
         � 
 
 
         � 
 
 
 
         � 
 
         � 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pater, Ave, 
Credo  
(secretly, at 
Prime and after 
Compline) 
Pater, Ave 
(secretly at 
Tierce, Sext 
and None) 
 
  
         � 
 
 
         � 
 
 
         � 
 
 
 
         � 
 

 
  
        � 
 
 
Pater, 
Ave Maria & 
Gloria Patri etc. 
 
         � 
 
         � 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         � 
 
 
 
 
         � 
 
 
 
 
  
         � 
 
 
         � 
 
 
Pater, 
Ave Maria & 
Gloria Patri etc. 
 
         � 
 



  
Kyrie eleison. 
Christe eleison. 
Kyrie eleison. 
Pater noster. 
Per Dominum… 
Benedicamus 
Domino. 
Deo gratias. 
 
            - / - 
 

 
         � 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         - / - 
 

 
         � 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Or : Recitation 
of the «Officium 
Parvum Beatae 
Mariae Virginis» 
(vernacular) 
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